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SERMON CXXXIII, 


BY PARSONS COOKE, 
WARE, MASSACHUSETTS. 


THE UNKNOWN DEPTHS OF SIN. 
Luxe xxiii. 34.—Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they do! 


Turse words of Christ, which appear to have been uttered at the moment 
when the pains of the cross began, while they seem in one sense to extenuate 
the crime of his murderers, in another they aggravate it upon’ our’ view. _ 
While the Redeemer prays that their sin may be forgiven, on the ground that 
it was not committed against such an amount of conviction as to render it 
unpardonable, he clearly intimates that they are doing a deed of more tre- 
mendous guilt than they are aware. Peter, on the day of Pentecost, address- 
ing these same murderers of Christ, improves upon the hint here given,.and 
charges home upon them, with all his might, the guilt of having killed the 
Prince of Life ; and then throws in the intimation, that through ignorance they 
had done it, and therefore their guilt, however great, was pardonable on 
their repentance. The prayer of the Savior in the text was in full harmony 
with the main design of his mission. The same words which convey the 
idea, that the sin of his murderers was of that class which might be forgiven, 
express as strongly as words can express the aggravated nature of their 
crime. They know not what they are doing! ‘They know they are murder- 
ing a guiltless man, but his full innocence and worth they do note know. 
They know they are killing a prophet; but how much more than a pro- 
phet, they do not know. They know they are offending the God of heaven, 
but they do not know the high and awful nature of the offence;—do not 
know that every stroke of their wicked hands sends a pang to the heart of 
God’s only Son. 

In such a sense it is true of all sinners that they know not what they do. 
Sin is a different t in fact, from what it is in the general estimation 
aa ~— ee Deaban < Haieteevabionienal illustrate, and 
carry round to different classes of sinners. 
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In order to do this I shall attempt to show, in the first place, how simmers 
come at their limited and inadequate views of sin ;—In the second place, I 
shall show that their views of it are thus limited ;—And, in the third place, 
apply the truth to different classes of sinners. 


I. How do sinners come at their notion that sin is so trifling an affair. They 
ne 5 by false standards, and behold it in a very partial 
or imperfect ligh 

They have, in me first place, a very limited view of their own feelings and 
purposes, while in the course of sin, and infer that they cannot be very guilty 
because they have never been conscious of a very evil intention. In all their 
sins, perhaps, they do not remember of having once intended harm against 
God, or his noha om Though -the constant feeling of their heart has been 
that it is a vain thing to serve God—though they have withheld their whole 
hearts from his service, and withheld obedience from every.divine command 
—have treated God’s authority with a contemptuous neglect—have cherished 
a settled alienation of feeling towards the holiness of God’s character and 
government—and set up a thousand idols in the heart, they think their sin to 
be trifling, because they think they have meant no harm. They are so de- 
ceived as to think they have had no evil intention, and no feeling of opposition 
to God, when in fact the whole course of their affections has been opposed to 
his authority and government; when they have been hardening themselves 
against all the kindness of God, expressed in the gospel, and been wading 
recklessly through the currents of redeeming blood. They imagine they 
have done it ali out of a feeling of mere good-nature, and that God will not 
be severe upon them for it. 

Again—many derive their limited views of their sins from their meager con- 
ceptions of the divine law. They forget that God is a Spirit, spreading the wide 
eanopy of his government over an empire of spirits, and every 
thought and desire, as really as the doings of the hands and the motions of the 
tongue, under the control of his law. If a man would carry the impression 
that every coveting of what it would be sin to gain, is a high offence, and 
then bring up the remembrance of the ten thousand instances which every 
day’s history would furnish of such coveting, he would no longer look upon 
his sin as a trifle. Forgetfulness of the holiness and goodness of the law, 
ministers also to the same levity of feeling on the subject of sin. If the law 


could be seen as it is opposed to God’s character, as it comes out in the face 
of all his holiness and goodness, with a desire to dismantle his throne of 
EL ae. seuainn ae eo 
of what he is doing, But overlooking these facts, and forgetting that God 

has an eye that looks in upon the heart, and throws daylight upon the most 
coneealed purposes, b- kes little account of what passes within. Though 
there should be a perp..../ flow of that love of the world which is idol 
a feeling of alienation from God, an aversion to all the forms of 
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with him, an inveterate quarrelling with the won, providenes,-and Spirit of 
God, and with the terms and ce an in 
elements of heart rebellion should be in vigorous action, and though there 

an entire want of affections pleasing to the eye that searches hearts, still 
feeling is cherished that there can be no serious amount of sinfulness, whvre 
there has been no outrage upon external morality. Because mem are not 
knaves and villians, they think they are not sinners. Because their offence 
touches not the interests of human society, they dream of little injury done 
to the commonwealth of spirits. 















being found wanting when brought up to the strictness of God’s law. But 
this law they repeal, and construct one of their own which makes liberal 
allowances for the frailties of human nature; and when pressed on the 
subject of sinfulness, they are not prepared to feel it. If they have. come 
short, and halted, and tripped now and then, it is no more than all others have 
done. It is the common infirmity of the species, and they feel as little sense 
of personal guilt as they do for not having the powers of angels.. They 
think they have lived as uprightly as most of their neighbors, and cannot see 
why they should be called sinners, and urged so earnestly to repent. 

Others diminish their conceptions of their guilt by comparing themselves 
with greater sinners. They see, perhaps, the majority of men in deeper 
wickedness than themselves, and hence conclude that their own sin is small. 
Instead of looking into the mirror of God’s law, they measure themselves by 
the standard which a sinful world has set up. And by such a standard they 
are able to pronounce almost any decent course of life sinless. Instead 
of taking the number of the sins of which they have been guilty, they num- 
ber the sins of their neighbors of which themselves are clear. They have 
not done a thousand things which others have, and therefore count themselves 
a thousand-fold less guilty than others. And this approaches in their estima- 
tion to entire innocence. Shasin: thay gpereent ie eaeienendpatt Bere aqting 
home ; they hinder all just apprehensions of guilt. 

Sin appears very different according to the different light and circumstanees 
in which it is seen. A man, in the midst of sinful associates, takes less ac- 
count of sin than he does in the society of the godly. Sin, when seen from 
a dying bed, and an opening eternity, appears more dreadful than when oe 
and the judgment are put far away. And still more dreadful and odious 
it appear when the light of heaven pours upon it. If the sinner would con- 
ceive of his heart with all its concealed abominations laid open to. the inspec- 
tion, not of his fellow-men, but of the pure spirits of heaven, and look in upon 
it himself with such feelings as they possess—in other words, would the 
sinner accustom himself to estimate his sinfulness by the light of heaven, 
most surely would he abhor himself and repent in dust and ashes. 

Again—delay of punishment goes to confirm men in the opinion that sin is 
a trifle. Because sentence against an evil work is not speedily executed, 
men have not that dread of transgression which they otherwise would have. 
If every sin were followed immediately by its due visitation of Gede-digp 
sure, and diet hot behind dhs veil <f Stereiby, paperennpanttac p's 


the world’s opinion of sin be changed ! 
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Again—the v greatness the punishment threatened, is made an occa- 
sion of seating men in Ad belief that their sins are small. ‘They have 
satisfied themselves that they are not sinners, in such a sense as to deserve 
an eternal hell. And if such a punishment be threatened to sinners by a 
holy God, they feel that they cannot be of the number. They take it for 

granted that they have not deserved, and shall not receive an eternal punish- 
coast and from such premises conclude, that if all impenitent sinners must 
perish, they are not such sinners. 


IL. Such are some of the means by which sinners come at the conclusion 
that their sin is a trifle. We come now to show, in the second place, that 
their views of sin are exceedingly limited. or that sin is quite another thing 
in fact from what it is in the sinner’s estimation. 

In the first place, it is very different in its effects from what they esteem 
it. They can form same adequate notion of the effects of sin when it bears 
palpably against the peace of society. When the thief and the assassin are 
abroad, they are awake to the mischiefs that are done. But they can con- 
ceive of no injury done by sin, so long as it is concealed in the heart. They 
cannot conceive of any one’s interest suffering by their indulgence of worldly, 
unholy, and rebellious feelings. Grant that all within is opposition to God’s 
government, who, they will ask, is injured by it? They are unaware that the 
kingdom of God is a kingdom of spirits, and that rebellion of spirit as effec- 
tually invades this kingdom as the fire and sword of civil war does an earthly 
realm. In both cases, the essence of the mischief consists of an attack made 
upon the rightful authority. And that we are unable to trace out with our 
eye all the mischievous effects of sins of heart on the peace and order of a 
universe of spirits, is no proof that no such effects exist. God is most com- 
petent to judge of this matter. If God be true, the judgment day will make 
such disclosures of the mischiefs done by sins of heart, as will cause a guilty 
world to stand aghast. 

Again—-sin is quite a different thing from what it is usually esteemed, if we 
consider the state of heart which gives birth to it. A man will swear pro- 
fanely, and offer such insults to heaven as one would think would cause the 
earth to tremble under him—he will treat with marked neglect all the insti- 
tutions of God; will make light of them, will scoff at them, and yet feel that 

as done out of mere good-nature. But what would an angel think of 

B*good-nature of him who could round his periods with wanton profane- 

? What would he think of the amiable intentions of him who could 
fe and abuse all that is precious in the gospel !—of him who is so 
‘alienated from the God of heaven as to cast off fear, restrain prayer, refuse 
obedience to every command, and hate every thing that brings a holy God to 
-view ? 

Again—-sin is quite a different thing in God’s esteem from what it is in the 
sinner’s.' The views of sin which are every where advanced in that book of 
his, which we call the Bible, are wide from the views which sinners have. 
And I presume most sinners have felt a difficulty here—have been unable to 

¢ why-the Bible should set forth sin in such deep and awful colors. One 


hthe greatest difficulties they have found in believing the Bible has come 
pir itm making 60 serivus a matter of sin. Now it is evitent that such 
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widely disagree with God on this point. And it is a great unhappiness: thus 
to disagree ; for you cannot maintain your point in opposition to him. He 
is surely in the right ; and he will one day make it appear, to = everlast- 
ing conviction. 

Again—the costly expiation made for sin shows it to be no trifle. God has 
laid out no needless expense in the redemption of the world. But if the ill 
desert of sin is to be measured by the greatness of the sacrifice made to put 
it away, who can take its dimensions! Wesee what a deep and inflexible 
hatred God had for sin, when his own Son stood in the place of the sinner. 
If he then spared not his own Son, how heavy will be: the visitation of his 
justice on you who have no claims to his compassion. If these things be 
done in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry ! 

Again—the retributions of eternity will make sin to appear quite another 
thing from what it is here esteemed. It is easy now for fools to make a 
mock at sin, for careless sinners to treat it as a trifle, for the lovers of pleasure 
to sing of peace, while they walk after the imagination of their own hearts. 
But let the light of eternity burst upon them, and. they will harp another 
strain. When they see all the generations of the world crowding aroundthe 
throne of judgment, and learn that the purpose of all the preparation) and 
parade of that day is to make discoveries of sin—that God and all the peers 
of his realm are busied on questions respecting sin, that a universe have 
come from remotest corners to attend to developments of sin, they will begin 
to think it a matter of some importance. When they hear the last sentence 
break forth, and see it go into execution on themselves, when they come to 
look down into the hell in which they are to make their beds for ever, they 
will confess themselves mistaken. When all restraints shall be taken off 
from their sinful dispositions, and the fever of rebellious passion shall’ burn, 
being set on fire of hell, their notions of sin will be awfully changed.) 

ILL. Now, my fellow-sinner, is there not occasion for you to:take up a 
solemn review of your character and conduct? - If sin is a greater mischief 
than you are aware, you need to know it now. “You cannot carry thi 
eternity the notions: you now possess. If you trust to them, they will fail 
you in an awfully trying hour. This is an impression which I wishto make 
on every heart. And the more effectually to do it, I shall endeavor, in _ 
third place, to carry it round to different classes of sinners. : 

And here I would: remark, in thé first place, that: the profane swearer is 
accumulating an amount of guilt of which he is litle aware. The 
of a pious man are always shocked by the utterance of a profane word in his 
hearing; and he wonders at the daring that can offer such affronts to heaven’s 
majesty. And yet the views which the pious man has of the venerableness 
of the name of God, which make him shudder at every abuse of it, come not 
half way up to the reality—not half way up to what are entertained by angels 
that adore before the throne. If we could have their views-of God, methinks 
the utterance of a profane word in our hearing would shock us like an’ earth- 
quake. Surely then those who, without even a trifling cause, to add emphasis 
to an assertion, or to finish out some foolish jest, can call in that atndatons 
name, know not what they do. 

And the same may be said of the sin of the scoffer, who sets his mouth against 
the heavens, and delights in deriding all the sacred things of God, and pouring 
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on the Savior of the world. For it is not possible to conceive of a 
mind on this side of hell, armed with hardihood enough thus to challenge the 
thunders of the Almighty, while he fully knows what he is doing. It cannot 
be that the scoffer is fully aware who the God is whom he so wantenly in- 
sults—aware of his majesty and power, of his all-searching eye, and of his 
awful justice. 

But we will come down to some sins of softer name. The man who leads 
a life of sinful pleasure is not aware of the greatness of his sins. While his 
heart is bound up in selfishness, and withheld from all obedience to God, he 
is not aware how numerous and weighty are the commands of God, each of 
which bears upon him every moment, and how great is the guilt of disobedience 
—he is unaware that a refusal to obey each and every command—such as 
to repent, to believe, to love, and others to the number of some scores, which 
are binding every moment—is a real offence, and that his sins are multiplying 
at the rate of scores in a minute, and that each of these sins are such as God 
will visit with righteous retribution,—unaware that he is wronging his own 
soul, and closing the doors of hope and salvation against himself—that he is 
degrading the faculties of an immortal nature, polluting the image of God by 
a slavery to lusts that are hateful to God—unaware that he that liveth m 
pleasure is dead while he liveth. Because the voice of public opinion is at 
variance from the voice which comes out from the sanctuary of God, and the 
world has no execrations for him, the man of pleasure finds it easy to over- 
look all the hurtful tendencies of his course, and to cradle his conscience into 
perpetual slumbers, while waging war against the heavens and against his 
own immortal interests. 

Again—the worshipper of Mammon is treasuring to himself a load of guilt 
of which he is little aware. If he keeps himself from oppressive exactions 
and fraudulent bargains, he has little consciousness of sin. He overlooks the 
injury done in withdrawing his whole heart from God, in rendering to Mammon 
the affection that is due to his Maker; in distracting with the cares of the 
world; and the deceitfulness of riches, a heart that ought to be filled with 
enterprises that take hold on heaven; in bringing down to a base alliance 
with the dust the aspirations of an immortal spirit; in wearing away a day 
of grace in sordid accumulations. He knows not what starvation of spirit he 
is bringing upon himself, while he is so busy in making provision for the flesh. 
He knows not what loss he is incurring while gaining the whole world, but 
losing his own soul. 

Again—those who are spending the season of their youth in the neglect of 
the one thing needful, know not the folly and the sin of which they are guilty. 
They know not the preciousness of those invitations which express the 
Saviors peculiar concern for the young, and which they are neglecting. 
They know not the force of the command, to remember their Creator in the 
days of youth—they know not the value of early piety, which they treat as 
so little worth—what precious opportunities they are wasting—how far they 
are putting from them the words of everlasting life—how impenitence 
more obstinate by age—what a fearful series of dangers beset the paths of 
youth—how much they grieve the Holy Spirit—what light and love they are 
resisting—what amount of guilt they are incurring—with what regrets they 
will look back upon this golden season wasted—when conscience shall be 
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roused m after life, if it ever is roused. .They know not but. that a whole 
eternity will be spent in bootless wailings that the harvest is past, the summer 
is ended, and they are not saved. 

Again—sinners know not what they do when they refuse to love our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Surely they think if they do nothing worse than this they shall 
do well. And yet what can be worse? Says an inspired apostle, If any 
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha, accursed 
when the Lord shall come. As if this were a capital erime, he pronounced 
on it the sentence that was wont to be pronounced upon capital offenders. 

Again--those who resist and grieve the Holy Spirit know not what they do. 
This is a sin that is aimed most directly against the life of the soul; for the 
Holy Spirit is the immediate agent of all divine life, the comforter, the mes- 
senger of all spiritual communications. To hear and resist the gospel only, 
is a sin of deep malignity. It is ungrateful and cruel to resist invitations so 
full of mercy, sent by common messengers from the Savior: but it is more 
to resist the Holy Spirit, and deny him the admittanee which he seeks into 
the heart. When the conscience is roused to action, when the sinner feels 
something within, urging him to give up his heart to God, when the resolution 
to do it begins to rise, he feels ita small matter to suppress it. But if he 
does it, he does a deed whose enormity he knows not now, but he will know 
hereafter. 

But the time would fail me to go over the subject in all its broad extent, 
and tell all the ways which seem right to a man, the end whereof are the 
ways of death. Let me say, then, to every sinner, You know not what. you 
do. It seems now a light thing to put off the authority of God, and neglect 
all the overtures of a great salvation. You think you have on hand business 
of more pressing importance than that of the soul. You count it a trifle to pro- 
crastinate the preparation for another world, to rejeet the counsels of God, te 
abuse the love of a Savior, to jeopard alk the interests with which the immortal 
part is freighted. But what now seems a trifle, will one day stand out before 
you a substantial and amazing reality. In eternity you will see with other 
eyes. ‘Those sinners who drove the nails through the hands and feet of the 
Redeemer, thought at the time of doing nothing but piereing a piece of beg- 
garly flesh. But what consternation must have overtaken them, when they 
came to see the nail-prints that themselves had made, in that glorious body 
that fills heaven’s throne? And you who are now erucifying the Son of God 
afresh, think perhaps of little harm. But what will you think when the open- 
ing of the eternal day shall expose the tremendous result! 

Think not that the plea of ignorance will shield you then. Whence does 
this ignorance come, but from neglect of consideration and from wilful blind- 
ness? Your unconsciousness of the evil you are doing is a part of your sin. 
This is that hardness of heart because of which the Savior is grieved: Vain 
will be the hope of going from this land of Bibles and Sabbaths, and setting 
up the plea at the bar of God that you did not know what you was doing. 
The plea of ignorance amid so many means of knowledge would of itself con- 
demn you, What! did you not know that these things were so, when God 
has come all the way from heaven to earth to tell you, and has told. you in 
ways so multiform, and so often and long repeated ! 

But after all, though you have been to a great degree unconscious of the facts 
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before you, you have known enough to condemn you. “ This is the con- 
demnation that light has come into the world, and men have loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” You will find in the other 
world charges against you not only for resisting light, but for violating your 
own convictions. “ Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not.” 


“ These are the words to which the harps of grief 
Are strung; and to the chorus of the damned 
The rocks of hell repeat them evermore ; 

Loud echoed thro’ the caverns of despair, 
And poured in thunder on the ear of wo.” 





SERMON CXXXIV. 


By SILAS MKEEN, 
BRADFORD, VERMONT. 


SINNERS ENTREATED TO SEEK THE SAVIOR. 


Isatan lv. 6.—Seek ye the Lord while he may be found ; call ye upon him 
while he is near. 


May that Spirit, who inspired this urgent exhortation, now enlighten the 
mind and warm the heart, and give holy energy to the speaker; and attend 
the declaration of truth with renovating power. In him be my confidence, 
while, under an affecting sense of the worth of souls, I attempt to show, 

I. How we should seek the Lord ; 

II. What is here meant by finding the Lord ; 

-. TIL And at what time the Lord may be found. 


I. Tn what manner we are required to seek the Lord. 

The Lord reveals himself to us, in the context, in the endearing character 
of a gracious Savior from sin and wo; and it is in that respect, especially, 
that he is to be sought. Nor may we suppose that every kind of seeking 
will be successful. We must seek him in a proper manner, in the exercise 
of right views and affections, or we shall experience the'disappointment of 
those to whom it was said, “ Ye shall seek me and shall not find me.” “Ye 
ask and receive not; because ye ask amiss.” 

To seek the Lord aright we must believe that he is such a Savior as he is 
declared to bé in the Holy Scriptures. “He that cometh unw God must be- 
lieve that he is ; and that he is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him.” 
If we believe that he is the Savior of sinners at all, we ought to believe that 
he is entirely such as he is revealed to be in the scriptures ; for they are the only 
source of information on this subject. The works of creation, indeed, declare 


there is a God, eternal, and every where present; almighty, infinitely wise 
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and good ; but they do not reveal him to us as the Savior of lost and perishing 
men. Were it not for the holy scriptures, we must, in regard to this, be alto- 
gether i in darkness; and if we admit their truth as far as to believe that Christ 
is a Savior at all, we are bound to believe that he is altogether such as these 
lively oracles declare him to be; and as such we must seek him. In par- 
ticular, we must believe that Jeous Christ is the only Savior of men; that 
he has made an atonement, altogether sufficient for all who shall ever come 
to him; that while salvation is wholly of grace, it is to be obtained only in 
the way of obedience to the gospel; that Christ is sincere in all his invita- 
tions, and will certainly save all who comply with the terms on ‘which sal- 
vation is offered; and that he is in all respects worthy of the highest love 
and firmest confidence of every heart ;. for surely he is thus represented in the 
divine word. Now are these your views of Christ, and of the way of salva- 
tion which he has revealed ? 

Bat, to seek the Lord in a right manner, it is not enough to have an orthodox 
belief concerning his character. We must realize our personal need of his salva- 
tion. A general belief, that Christ is the Savior of men, can never induce us 
to seek him until we are deeply conscious of our personal need. ' Suppose the 
chief magistrate of our country should issue a proclamation that, on a given 
day, he would freely pardon all who were guilty of treason, in ease they would 
appear before him, confess. their crime, and implore his forgiveness ; it is 
manifest that before any would comply with the terms, they must ‘not only 
believe in his authority and faithfulness, but also feel that they were guilty of 
the crime specified; and consider a pardon of high importance, ‘But! to 
feel our need of an interest in Christ, we must bé convineed that we ‘have 
transgressed the divine law, and are justly condemned by it; that: we'ean 
make no satisfaction to divine justice for our sins ; and that ‘except we are 
saved by the Lord Jesus, wholly in a way of grace, we must for ever lie 
down in sorrow. And, my hearers, are you now impressed with a conviction 
of these truths? Are you conscious of your personal need of salvation from 
sin and condemnation, and that if Christ does not help you speedily, you 
must perish in your guilt? ‘These convictions must sink deep into your 
hearts, before you will be induced to come to Jesus. 

But all this is not enough. We must be willing, nay, anxiously desire, to 
embrace Christ as our Savior, in his entire character and on his own terme. 

If we are not disposed to embrace the Savior on his own terms, just'as he 
is offered to us in the gospel, we certainly deceive ourselves if we think we 
are in the way to find him. He has revealed the only way in which it is 
consistent with his glory to save us; and as he is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever, he surely will never Propose any other terms. If we’ so: much 
as ask or expect him to save us in any other way, we directly insult’ him. 
And if we properly seek him to save us in his own way, it must be with the 
heart ; for without that faith which worketh by love, it is impossible to please 
him. “ With the heart man believeth unto righteousness ;” “ye shall seek 
me and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart?’ To 
search for the Lord with all our heart, implies not only the greatest earnest- 
ness in seeking, but a disposition to receive him cordially when we shall find 
him. If we have no such complacency in the Lord Jesus, if we feel no 
such disposition to yield heartily to his authority, but apply to him merely 
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from selfish considerations, surely the must look on us and on all our pre- 
tensions to seek him with abhorrence. Hesearches the heart, and can- 
not be deceived with false appearances. And whenever we are heartily 
willing to embrace him, we shall, of course, be truly penitent for our sins, 
and sincerely wish to be saved from them all; we shall be sensible of the 
imperfection of our best services, and realize our need of Christ to be our 
mediator; we shall have a supreme regard for the commandments of Christ, 
and desire to live in obedience to them all; we shall have a relish for com- 
munion with Christ, and wish to dwell eternally in his presence, and shall say 
with David, “ My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.” Thus con- 
templating the Savior’s character, realizing our need of him, and feeling willing 
and earnestly desirous to embrace him, just as he offers to be our Savior; we 
shall ardently seek him inthe reading of the holy scriptures, which testify of 
him ; inconversation with those who have found him to be precious ; in fervent 
prayer, where no eye, saving that which seeth in secret, beholds us; and in 
the solemn assembly where the glorious gospel is preached, and the prayers 
and the praises of the people of God go up like incense before the throne. 
Nor can we ever, under the influence of such views and feelings, cease from 
seeking this blessed Redeemer, until we have found him, and are assured of 
his saving kindness. 

Ii.. What is meant in the text by finding the Lord? 

To find the Lord Jesus, in the sense of the text, is to obtain such a spiritual 
view of his character as is peculiar to those who embrace him; it is to find by 
experience that he is such aglorious and blesséd Savior as he is declared to 
be in the scriptures. One blind from his birth may be taught to describe, 
correctly, the appearance of the spangled canopy above him, and the varie- 
gated beauty and sublimity of the scenes of earth; but a true impression of 
this visible grandeur and beauty he can never feel, can never be made to 
know, until his own eyes are opened to behold them. In like manner to hear 
the blessed character of the Savior and the benefits to be derived from him 
declared, and to find the declaration true by happy experience, are very dif- 
ferent things. 

If you ever find the Lord Jesus as your Savior, you will find that he is, 
and ever has been, acquainted with your heart and all your ways. The 
Samaritan woman who conversed with him at the well, said to her friends, 
“Come see a man who told me all things that ever I did; is not this the Christ?” 
And every believer will exclaim with David, “ O Lord, thou hast searched me, 
and known me. ‘Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising ; thou 
understandest my thoughts afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways; for there is not a word in my 
tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether.” 

You will find, too, that he is perfectly holy, and looks on sin with infinite 
displeasure. And this view of his holiness and glory will humble you in the 
dust before him. When Isaiah had a view of the Savior’s glory, and heard 
the seraphim. crying one to another, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of 
hosts :” he exclaimed, “ Wo is me! for I am undone, because I am a man of 
unelean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips, for mine 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” In like manner Job, when-he 
had been communing with the Almighty, said, “I have heard of thee by the 
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po the ear, but now mine eyeseeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes.” 

You will, nevertheless, find-the Savior to be most benevolent and merciful, 
While others talk of divine mercy, none but the contrite sinner can - rightly 
understand its nature or estimate its worth, The true penitent is impressed 
with a sense of the holiness and glory against which he has sinned; he is 
penetrated with a conviction of his deep criminality ; and, therefore, cannot 
think of that mercy which has hitherto saved him from hell, but with deep 
emotions of gratitude. And when he considers that he has not merely been 
spared, but that pardon and life eternal have been continually offered him; 
that the gate of glory is yet open before him, and God his Savivr ready to 
receive him; then he begins to comprehend with all saints what is the 
“ breadth and length, and depth and height, and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, and to be filled with all the fulness of God.” To 
whom much is forgiven, the same will love much. 

Those who find the Savior will find him worthy of the highest love, the 
firmest confidence, and the most entire obedience. Christ has said, “ he that 
loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and he that 
taketh not his cross and followeth after me is not worthy of me.”. Nor 
will these sayings seem hard to those who attain to a spiritual knowledge of 
him; for they perceive that, he is * God manifested in the flesh;” that in 
him “ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead, bodily ;” that he is “ God over 
all blessed for ever ;” that he “is the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of peace.” Therefore they cheerfully surrender to him their hearts, 
confide in his declarations, and bow to his authority ; they consecrate to him 
both soul and body; and while dwelling on earth, join with ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, in heaven, saying, ‘“ Worthy 
is the lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” 

If you find the Savior, you will find that he is a portion sufficient to satisfy 
the most enlarged desires of the soul. You have sought happiness elsewhere ; 
it has seemed within your reach ; but you have been continually disappointed. 
“Jt has been as when a hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth ; but 
he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, 
and, behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his 
soul hath appetite.” But whenever you find the Savior, your wearied spirit 
will rest in him with entire satisfaction. Then you can say, “ Lord, thou 
knowest all things ; thou knowest that I love thee.” ‘Thou art my por- 
tion.” ‘Thou art to me “ wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and, re- 
demption.” Thou art “my Savior and my God.” And in seasons of deep 
distress, when all the streams of earthly comfort are failing, you may say 
with Habakkuk, “ Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 
be in the vine, the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield 
no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd 
in the stall; yet will I rejoice in the Lord; yea, I will joy in. the God of 
my salvation.” Surely the man who trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope 


_ the Lord is, is blessed indeed. The source of his happiness.is as_per- 


manent as the being and immutability of God, It is far above the changes 





92 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


and calamities of this transitory world. Even when the cold chills of 
death shall paralyze his nerves, and the dread realities of eternity shall 
rise up in near prospect; his heart shall still be warm with the love of 
Christ ; and his faith shall rest immovable on the promises; and his soul, 
shaking off dull mortality, shall look away into the untried scenes of 
faturity with strong desire to depart and be with Christ for ever. And 
through eternity, Christ will be the portion of his people; they -will for 
ever rejoice in him with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Men may be told 
of all these things, they may assent to their truth, but they can have no ex- 
perimental knowledge of them, until they humbly seek the Savior; and 
learn for themselves how precious he is to them that believe. “ ‘The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them ; because they are spiritually discerned.” 


IiI. At what time may the Savior be found? 

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be fiund.” If you were earnestly invited 
to go in to a public entertainment while the doors were open, you would natur- 
ally receive the impression that they were soon to be closed ; and if you de- 
sired to go in at all, would think it important to embrace the favorable oppor- 
tunity. If you were groaning with broken limbs, and should be urged by a friend 
to send for an eminent surgeon while he might be obtained, you would readily 
receive the idea that at a future hour he might not be obtained; and would 
doubtless wish immediate application to be made. In like manner, when en- 
treated to “seek the Lord while he may be found,” we ought to believe that 
the time is coming when he can no more be found as a Savior; and if we 
hope to find him in that capacity at all, should be excited to call upon him 
«“ while he is near.” 

But at what time may the Lord be found? The sinner, in the present life, 
is under a dispensation of mercy; and is assured that, if he repents and 
comes to Christ, he shall be saved. Let his sins be ever so aggravated ; if 
he truly repent, and believe in the Lord Jesus, he shall find mercy. Saul the 
cruel persecutor ; Manasseh, who drenched the streets of Jerusalem with in- 
nocent blood ; and the thief on the cross, may all be adduced in confirma- 
tion of this. Stout-hearted and far from righteousness as they had been, they 
all became contrite ; and humbly, earnestly, and successfully sought the divine 
forgiveness while it was attainable. ‘To all men in the present life, the Savior’s 
invitation is, “ Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” “ Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God, and beside 
me there is none else.” “He that believeth hath everlasting life.” 

But when persons are removed from this to the eternal world, their season 
of probation is terminated. ‘Those who have sought and found the Lord 
will there be made welcome to the joys of his kingdom, and those who neg- 
lected to seek him will have no Savior; but, under the weight of their guilt, 
and the wrath of God, will sink into an abyss of wo, where the voice of 
mercy will never be heard, nor the hope of mercy ever come. ‘That the 
Lord Jesus will not be found in the character of a Savior by any impenitent 
man, after death, is most evident from his own warnings and solemn déclara- 
tions. “Strive to enter in at the strait gate, for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in and shall not be able. When once the master of the house 
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is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without and to 
knock, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; he shall say, I tell you I know 
you not, whence ye are; depart from me all ye workers of iniquity. Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and 
in thy name have cast out devils, and in thy name dune many wonderful works ? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you. Depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.” These are the declarations of the faithful and true Wit- 
ness, the Judge both of the living and the dead. ‘That awful portion of the 
divine word found in the first chapter of the Proverbs, will, after death, be 
entirely applicable to all the wicked; and they must learn by woful, experi- 
ence what it means : “ Because I have called, and ye refused; 1 have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have set at nought all my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, and 
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh 
upon you; then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer: they shall 
seek me early, but they shall not find me.” slither 

‘This life, then, furnishes our only opportunity to seek the Lord with suc- 
cess. Here the great werk of securing salvation must be performed; or 
eternally remain unaccomplished. And what is this life? ‘Think of its nar- 
row bounds; think of its speedy flight; of its liability every moment to be 
terminated ; and of the tremendous consequences to you, should yours be 
terminated before you have secured the favor of the lord Jesus; and be 
excited to seek him “ before your feet stumble on the dark mountains, and 
while ye look for light he turn it into the shadow of death.” 

But, were we sure this life would be prolonged for many years, yet in the 
course of it some seasons are peculiarly favorable to the great business of seek- 
ing salvation; and it most deeply concerns us to seize and improve them. In 
the first place, the season of youth presents a most favorable opportunity to seek 
the Lord. ‘Then the heart is not so hardened and vicious as it may be in 
subsequent life. It must, indeed,-be admitted, that the hearts of the young, 
while uorenewed, are destitute of holiness, and strongly inclined. to evil. 
This makes it difficult even for them to seek the Lord, and consecrate them- 
selves to his service. Perhaps, my. young friends, you have learned some- 
thing of this by experience. When you once thought seriously of coming to 
Christ, did it not seem difficult to forsake the alluring paths of sin? Did 
you not find it hard to break away from your vain and worldly associates ; to 
subdue the pride, envy, and sensuality of your hearts ; to confess your faults 
to those you have injured, and all your sins to God; and to consecrate your- 
selves for ever to his service? If so, be assured these duties will never be- 
come easier. The disease of sin, which has already exhibited such alarming 
symptoms, is continually extending itself, and growing more inveterate. Ifa 
cure is ever to be effected, now is the best time to seek it. Or, to use another 
illustration ; if, when your moral existence commenced, you launched on that 
current of time which is rolling silently downward to the ocean of a dark 
and miserable eternity ; the farther you suffer yourself to be borne along, the 
more difficult will be your return; and it deeply concerns you to make an 
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immediate and strenuous effort to escape, before the current shall grow 
stronger, and the roar of the last tremendous cataract shall convince you 
that all is lost ; and overwhelming fear shall cause your heart to sink and 
die within you. Now you have special encouragement to cry to the great 
God your Savior for help. Now he calls, “ Return unto me, for I have re- 
deemed thee. Son, give me thy heart. Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, before the evil days come. Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all other things shall be added unto you. 
Yea, I love them that love me, and they that seek me early shall find me.” 
He does not overlook the little children, but says, “ Suffer them to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” None of you 
who are capable of understanding that, to come to Christ is to love and serve 
him, are too young to eomply with his invitation. O, come to him now; 
before you shall grow more depraved and hardened ; before the cords of your 
sins shall bind you more firmly; and your time shall be shorter and your 
condemnation heavier; and the Almighty shall be more highly incensed 
against you. Now, now, beloved youth, is your time to seek the Lord with 
hope of suceess. 

Again—while persons are favored with the means of religious instruction, 
and the exercise of reason, they should, with all earnestness, seek the Lo 
The greater part of our race, destitute of divine revelation, are involved in 
the darkness of heathenism ; they know nothing of Christ or his salvation ; 
nothing of heaven with its glory, or hell with its horrors. How then ean 
they seek the Lord? “ How shall they call on him of whom they have not 
heard?” Some, too, once favored with the instructions of pious parents 
and faithfal ministers, now dwell in the solitary wilderness where no voice is 
heard proclaiming salvation ; or in the licentious village where no Sabbath is 
hallowed, and no influence of Christianity is felt; or in the obscure lanes and 

abodes of crime and wretchedness in great cities, which have 
long been overlooked or despaired of, by those whose business is to win souls 
to Christ; or, perchance, their home is on the wide waters, where no voice 
of admonition or prayer is heard, and religion is mentioned only to be ridi- 
euled. And some, once blessed with the full exercise of reason, are now 
delirious on the bed of death, or wandering about in idiocy; or, having be- 
eome dangerous to society, are confined in the cage of the maniac. - And are 
you sure that similar disasters will never befall you ; that you shall never be 
as far removed from the light of the gospel and means of salvation, as any 
whose case has been named? 0, tempt not the Almighty to recall the price 
he has put into your hands to get wisdom ; and to swear in his wrath you 
shall never enter into his rest. 

Especially is it a precious opportunity to seek the Lord, when his work is 
revived in your neighborhood, and your own mind is impressed with divine 
truth. ‘Then it is comparatively easy to break away from the entanglements 
of sin; to inquire of those more experienced the way of salvation; and to 
go with those who are pressing into the kingdom of heaven. Then the Lord 
is graciously near; and every humble suppliant may approach him with 
filial confidence. ‘Thrice happy the people thus favored. “O Lord, revive 
thy work in the midst of the years; in the midst of the years make known; 
im wrath remember mercy.” 
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Perhaps some of you are thinking, “ Could I once more enjoy such advan- 
tages as I have misimproved, could I go baek to the days of my youth, or‘be 
favored with the instructions and prayers of my parents, or hear the voice of 
that faithful minister who wore out his life in seeking my conversion; or could 
I once more live in any place where sinners are awakened, and in great num- 
bers turning to God, I would esteem it a great ‘privilege indeed; and would 
certainly endeavor to seek the Lord with all my heart.” » However that might 
be, it is certain that your misspent opportunities can never return. Those of 
you who are advanced in years can never go baek to the days of early youth, 
and recover the advantages you have lost. Those of you who have followed 
those pious parents and. that minister to the grave, who once and again so ear- 
nestly besought you with tears to come to Christ, cannot reanimate their decayed 
forms, or bring down their blessed spirits from their celestial seats, to counsel and 
entreat you again. And those of you who have lived through one revival of reli- 
gion after another, impenitent and unconverted, have reason to fear that God will 
not prolong your lives to another such precious season; or if he should, you 
may only behold it with your eyes, while your heart shall feel no interest in 
it. The situation of all who have hitherto neglected salvation has now 
become exceedingly critical and alarming; but still you are prisoners of 
hope, and not of despair, and now is the time for you to make perhaps your 
only effort to escape damnation, and to lay hold on eternal life.’ Great diffi- 
culties may appear in your way ; but great as they are, you must meet and 
surmount them, or lose your soul. If you are conscious of your own weak- - 
ness and frailty, then cry mightily unto God for help. 

Do some of you say, We can find no time to attend to these things? No 
time! Why do you not say when hungry, I have no time to eat; or when 
thirsty, I have no time to drink? Why do you not say when ishing 
with disease or tortured with agony, I have no time to seek for health or ease ? 
All this you might do, with less absurdity than to plead that you have no time 
to seek salvation. For “ what is a man profited if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul?” He would, even in that case, part with it at an in- 
finite loss. But who of you can expect to gain the whole world, or even any 
considerable part of it? Alas! how low then the ambition, how grovelling 
the thoughts of such as put their souls in jeopardy for a treasure which moth, 
or rust, or fire may consume ! 

But think not only of the folly, but the imminent danger of delaying to 
seek the Lord. While you delay, your guilt is accumulating ; your con- 
demnation is growing more and more aggravated, and life is hastening to its 
termination. Even now the fatal arrow may be aimed at your heart; the 
sword of divine justice may be uplifted to cut you off. By the terrors of the 
Lord, then, we beseech you to flee from the wrath to come. 

But if you are not to be moved by any rational consideration of danger, 
yet suffer the goodness of God to melt you into penitence. It was he who 
gave you that body, so fearfully and wonderfully made ; and that soul which 
allies you to angels. It is he who has nourished and clothed you; who has 
sustained you in adversity ; and redeemed your life from destruction, when 
the shades of death were collecting about you. He has given his Son to die 
for you, his word to teach you, his Spirit to strive with you. It is his own 
kind voice which is now heard out of heaven, calling you to seek him while 





he THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


he may,be found. And are you willing to offend such a benefactor; to sparn 
from, you all his offers of mercy? You say, No. 

Bat when will you seek the Lord? To-morrow? Next year? In a dying 
hour? And do you think this. good resolution? What! a good resolution, 
not to repent now, as God commands? A good resolution, not to seek the 
Lord now, while he may be found? A good resolution, to persevere in sin 
as long as you can with impunity? 

Behold, now is the accepted time; now the Lord is graciously near; and 
if you delay to seek his favor this day, this hour, both heaven and earth, and 
your own conscience also, must confess the justice of God, should he eall you 
no more, but leave you to perish in your iniquity. Is it your resolution. to 
seek him now with all your heart? May the Spirit of grace strengthen that 
resolution, and help you to seek the Lord with right views of his character, 
deeply sensible of your misery, and anxiously desiring to embrace him in his 
entire character, and on his own terms, as your Savior, your God, and ever- 
lasting portion. ‘Think not that the Spirit will always strive with you; that 
God will always be entreating you; or that you can, either now or at any other 
time, deceive him with heartless services. In a matter of such infinite moment, 
there must be no misgiving, no hypocrisy, no delay ; “ for the Lord searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou 
seek him he will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee 
off for ever.” 





